
STUDENT REVISION BOOKLET

BRITAIN
1815 – 1850

RAILWAYS

What problems in Britain created a demand for a new transport system?

Economic Problems

1.
____________________


____________________


____________________

2.
____________________


____________________

____________________

Social Problems

1.
____________________


____________________


____________________

Transport Problems

1.
____________________


____________________


____________________

What improvements in technology helped bring about change?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

George Stephenson

1.
What was George’ first railway? 
_______________________________


__________________________________________________________

2.
Why was this railway important?
_______________________________


___________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

GCSE QUESTION

3.
What part did George Stephenson play in the development of Railways?


Divide your answer into the following sections:

1. Engineering achievements:-

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

2. Promotion of locomotives

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

3. Other achievements (Getting the money, organising how to run a railway, etc)

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Conclusion (your overall view on Stephenson’s role) with examples.

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

GCSE QUESTION

4.
How important was the role of George Stephenson in the development of railways?

Divide your answer into the following sections:

1. Engineering achievements:-

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

2. Promotion of locomotives

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

3. Other achievements (Getting the money, organising how to run a 
railway, etc)

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

You need a paragraph on the negative aspects of Stephenson.

Problems with Stephenson

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

New Conclusion – what do you think? – do the positives outweigh the negatives?  Give examples

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Isambard Kingdom Brunel

GCSE QUESTION

1.
What part did Brunel play in the development of Railways?


Divide your answer into the following sections.

a) Engineering achievements

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

b) Other achievements or qualities (visionary, etc)
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Conclusion - Your overall view of Brunel with examples

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

GCSE QUESTION

2.
How important was the role of Brunel in the development of Railways?

Divide your answer into the following sections:

1. Engineering achievements:-

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

2. Promotion of locomotives

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

3. Other achievements (Getting the money, organising how to run a 
railway, etc)

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________


Problems with Brunel
a) Technical – engineer faults

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

b) Financial

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

c)
Personality

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Conclusion – your overall view

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Making better notes

1. Rip pieces of A4 in half

2. On one side only – very briefly write out Stephensons good and bad points + your view – as a series of numbered points – keep it very simple – a few words per point

3. Now do the same for Brunel.

Railway Mania

1.
What is Railway mania?  ______________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

2.
Was Railway mania a good or bad thing?


Arguments for:

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________


Arguments Against:

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Your view:

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

3.
Who was George Hudson?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

4.
How did he help Railways?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

5.
How did he cause problems for railways?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

GCSE QUESTION

Why did Railways grow so rapidly?  Explain you answers.

To answer the following question you must cover these points:

a) How did Railway mania help?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

b) How did George Hudson help?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

c) How did the Liverpool-Manchester Railway help? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

d) How did the problems with other forms of transport help the rapid growth of Railways?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

e) How did Industry and Population growth help Railway growth?

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

f) Your Conclusion.  Your main reason why you think railways grew so rapidly.

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

6. Is your essay organised correctly?  Would you put the paragraphs in that order?  Think about them and write the headings out in the order you think they should go.

1.
_____________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________

2.
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

3.
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

4.
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

5.
_____________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________

6. 
_____________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________

Making Better Notes

1. Using half a sheet of A4 – write out the good/bad points of Railway Mania and George Hudson – on one side only for both things – keep it brief a few words per point.

Who Built Railways
1.
What role did navvies play in the building of Railways?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

2.
Promotors do not build or design railways, why do you think they are important?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

The Results of Railways
1.
Using the numbers only from the list of points in the booklet, fill in the following spider diagram.  Some have been done for you.  Some go in more than one column



Economic





Social


     _​8                           
     


3  



 

9        

  

Results of Railways



Political





Environmental









9









     ( 
Use your class








notes for this

2.
Which are the most important results?  Write out the four headings 
above in order of importance.


1.


2.


3.


4.

GCSE QUESTION

Explain the impact of Railway development on people’s lives in the 1830’s and 1840’s.

To answer this question you will need to use your spider diagram and your numbered list above – but only pick out the bits that affect people’s lives.

Your first (most important) results

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Your second

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Your third

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Your fourth

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Conclusion.  Sum up, give your opinion – your main point with example/s
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

BETTER NOTES

1.
Fill half a side of A4 paper with the main points – as the previous work.

THE VOTE AND CHARTISM

How the electoral system worked before 1832

1.
What is a constituency?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

2.
What is the Franchise?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

3.
What is a County seat?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

4.
What is a Borough seat?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

5.
What were the problems with the Electoral System?


Write out 4 important problems.

1. ________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________


4. 
________________________________________________

________________________________________________


________________________________________________

6.
What are the problems with the Franchise in Boroughs?  Write down two 
examples.

1. ________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

2.
________________________________________________


________________________________________________


________________________________________________


________________________________________________


________________________________________________

7.
Fill in the following spider diagram:


Reasons against




Reasons for






Reform?






GCSE QUESTION

What reasons did people give before1832, for wanting to reform Parliament.  You will need to include the following paragraphs – they are not in any particular order.

a) Problems with how elections were conducted (keep it brief)

b) Problems with the Franchise (one or two examples)

c) Other Problems (2 important ones)

d) Why other people wanted change – give an example for each class

Now put them in order – next to each number put the letter of the paragraph you would put in that order – if you think paragraph c is the most important you would put 1 c, etc


1.


2.


3.


4.

Conclusion

Answer the Question.  Re-cap your most important reason with examples.

Why was the Reform Act passed?

1. 
What is a Political Union?

2.
Why was there growing pressure for Reform?  A few words on each.


1.






















2.























3.






















4.





















3.
How did the middle class put pressure on the government to pass the Reform Act?

1832 REFORM ACT


Opposition to the




What the Act did



Act

1.
________________



1.
​​____________________


________________




____________________

2.
________________



2.
____________________


________________

1832


____________________

3.
________________

Reform
3.
____________________


________________

 Act


____________________

4.
________________



Support for the Act


________________


1.
__________________








__________________





2.
__________________






__________________







3.
__________________








__________________







4.
__________________








__________________

THE CHARTIST MOVEMENT

1.
Why did people support Chartism?


Social Reasons



Economic Reasons


1.
___________________

1.
____________________



___________________


____________________



___________________

2.
____________________









____________________
Political Reasons




____________________

1. ___________________

___________________

___________________ 

2. ___________________

___________________

___________________

2.
Fill in the following:-


Moral Force




Physical Force

Leader ____________________

Leader ___________________


Aims
_____________________

Aims
___________________


_____________________


___________________

3.
Why did Lovett not support physical force?


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

SIX POINTS OF THE CHARTER
1. Try to learn at least 3 points of the charter – all 6 if you can.

2. Which of the 6 points would stop corruption?


__________________________________________________________ 


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

3. Which of the 6 points would help working class people become MP’s 


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

4. In 1839 – how did the Chartist try to bring about change?


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

5. How did they try to achieve their aims in 1842?


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________ 

6. Why did the third petition fail to bring about change?  At least two reasons.


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

Why did Chartism fail?
1. What were the problems with the way Chartism was organised?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

GCSE QUESTION

Why did the Chartist petitions fail?

You will need to put information under the following headings:-

a) Divisions within the movement (moral/physical force)

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

b) Economic background (Problems caused by Chartist members being working class)

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

c) The effectiveness of government opposition (use of troops and arrests, etc)

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Better Notes

Devise a set of cards – ½ a side of A4 on Chartism:

1.
Aims


2.
Why it failed

Put the paragraphs in order of importance.  If you think b is the most important write 1b


1.


2.


3.

Conclusion

Your view – answer the question – recap your main point with example

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Was Chartism a complete failure?

1.
Arguments for it being a failure

1. _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

4. _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Arguments for it not being a failure (Results of Chartism)

1. _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

The Poor Law

1. What is the Act of Settlement?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How did it cause problems for the Poor?

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Fill in the gaps

________________

________________
________________

_______________

________________
________________

_______________

________________




_______________





Reasons for poverty

________________
In the 18th Century

_______________

________________
________________

_______________

________________
________________

_______________





________________

5. Briefly – what did Gilberts Act do?

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

6. How did the Speehamland System work?

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

7. Give 3 other ways the Poor were helped.

1. _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

8. The Old System

Arguments For



Arguments Against

1.
____________________

1.
____________________

____________________


____________________


____________________


____________________

2.
____________________

2.
____________________ ____________________


____________________ ____________________


____________________

3.
____________________

3.
____________________


____________________


____________________


____________________


____________________

9. What did the Royal Commission aim to do?

1. _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

 2. _____________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

The Poor Law Amendment Act 1834

1. How did the Poor Law Amendment Act change the way the Poor were looked after?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

GCSE QUESTION

Why was the Old Poor Law System ended in 1834?

Your answer must include the following sections:

1. Brief outline of how the poor were looked after before 1834.

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

2. Problems with the Old system (at least 3 examples)

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

3. Arguments middle class people would have used for change

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

4. Conclusion.  Your view, with your main point and example

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Results of the Act

1.
Ways in which the Act 


Ways in which it was unfair

was successful



caused problems

1.
_____________________

1.
____________________


_____________________


____________________


_____________________


____________________

2.
_____________________

2.
____________________


_____________________


____________________


_____________________


____________________

3.
_____________________

3.
____________________


_____________________


____________________


_____________________


____________________

Life in the Workhouse

1.
What were some of the roles of the workhouse?


___________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

2.
Why were workhouses supposed to be harsh?


___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

3.
How did workhouses help the Poor?


___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

4.
Why would some people support workhouses?

1. _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________

3.
_____________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________

5.
Why did some richer people oppose workhouses?


1.
___________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________


2.
_____________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________

6.
Why would Religious people support workhouses?


___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

7.
Why would Religious people oppose workhouses?


___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

GCSE QUESTION

Was the New Poor Law a success?  Explain your answer.

Your answer should include the following paragraphs which are not in order.

a) Ways in which the new Poor Law could be said to be a success (at least two examples)

1.
_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________

2.
_____________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________

b)
Ways in which the Poor Law caused problems or was not effective (at least 3 examples)

1.
_____________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________

2.
_____________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________

3.
_____________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________

c)
Conclusion
Remember – the question is ‘was the Poor Law a success’.  So what were the aims of the new law?  Did it achieve those aims?  (did it reduce the number of paupers and the poor rate (the cost of paying the Poor)

Think carefully – answer the question, give your main reason and example.

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Better Notes

1. Make some cards on the Poor Law.  One card on everything before the Act – how the Poor were looked after, good and bad points, etc.  All on one side of ½ a sheet of A4!!  Your second card on the Act and the results of the Act – good and bad and rules of the workhouse – all on one side of ½ a sheet of A4!

Use all your cards to help your revise and learn this topic

MORE EXAM QUESTIONS!!

Railways

· Why did some people oppose the building of the Railway?

· In what ways did the development of Railways affect opportunities for work in England in the 1830’s and 1840’s?

The Vote and Chartism

· Why was the Parliamentary Reform Act of 1832 passed?  (explain your answer)

· Explain why people reacted in different ways to the Reform Act.

· How much success did Parliamentary Reform movements have in the years 1815 – 1850?  Explain your answer.

-
This will include the movements before 1832 (Political unions etc) and Chartism

The Poor

· In what ways did the New Poor Law improve poor relief.  Explain your answer.

· Why was the New Poor Law so bitterly opposed by many people?  Explain your answer.

· Explain why people reacted in different ways to the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834.

