J. Best (sometimes referred to as John Best in modern sources) and John Gardner, both labourers, together claimed to have seen Elizabeth Stride with a man outside the Bricklayer's Arms pub on the night of her death. Best and Gardner were interviewed by the Evening News, which published their story on 1 October 1888. J.Best made the statement below (souce D) and Gardner fully corroborated (supported) it. Neither J. Best nor John Gardner were called to testify at the official Elizabeth Stride inquest. 
SOURCE D
An extract from J.Best’s statement in the Evening News of 1st October 1888: 


THE MAN


The man was about 5ft. 5in. in height. He was well dressed in a black morning suit with a morning coat. He had rather weak eyes. I mean he had sore eyes without any eyelashes. I should know the man again amongst a hundred. He had a thick black moustache and no beard. He wore a black billycock hat, rather tall, and had on a collar. I don't know the colour of his tie. I said to the woman, "that's Leather Apron getting round you." The man was no foreigner; he was an Englishman right enough. 











